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Introducing your new Miss USU and Miss USU Eastern

Miss USU 2021 Clara Alder, Miss USU Eastern 2022 Elley Cowdell, Miss USU 2022 Emily Lundquist and Miss USU Eastern 2021 Brooklyn Booth pose after the Miss USU pageant on April 11.

Miss USU 2022:
Emily Lundquist

Miss USU Eastern 2022:
Elley Cowdell
By Rebecca Olds
NEWS STAFF WRITER

O

n March 26, Utah State
University Eastern sophomore
Elley Cowdell was crowned Miss
USU Eastern 2022 with Brooklyn Ward
as first attendant and Mia McCourt as
second attendant.
Allie Chamberlain, the pageant organizer and Student Life coordinator at
USU Eastern, said this title is about more
than just claiming a crown.
Chamberlain explained Miss USU
Eastern is an advocate for the eastern
USU campus while partnering with Miss
USU and Miss Carbon County to connect
the community and campuses across the
state.
But it wasn’t Cowdell’s first experience
in the pageant world.
Ever since she was a little girl, Cowdell
has attended Miss Utah pageants with
her dad. She looked up to the participants, seeing them as “kind princesses.”
Now that she holds the title, Cowdell
hopes to be the same kind of role model
to those looking up to her. But it’s not
just little girls she hopes to inspire.
Cowdell hopes to emulate kindness to
those who experience mental illness—
or as she likes to call them—“invisible
disabilities” through supporting and

PHOTO BY Katera Barlow

By Jared Adams
NEWS STAFF WRITER

offering aid to students and in the community.
Because Cowdell personally understands the journey of mental illness, she
said it gives her a strong drive to help
students that have had or are having
similar experiences.
Within the last year, the newly
crowned Miss USU Eastern was diagnosed with her own invisible disability.
Her anxiety and depression inspired
her pageant platform, “disability not
invisibility.” This stands as her call
to action on educating and providing
resources for mental illness that is often
hard to see.
“I was genuinely surprised when they
called my name,” Cowdell said. “It’s
always been a dream of mine to be a
title holder, but I never really had the
confidence to do a pageant. I’ve had a lot
of mental growth in the past little while
that’s helped my body image. I perceive
myself in a different light which has contributed to my confidence increasing.”
Read the rest of this story
at usustatesman.com.
— Rebecca.Hummel@usu.edu

U

tah State University student Emily
Lundquist was crowned Miss USU
2022 during the annual Miss USU
pageant on April 11.
Lundquist entered the pageant as Miss
SAA, representing USU’s Student Alumni
Association, and was chosen for the crown
out of 14 other contestants.
Contestants represented each of USU’s
colleges, greek life, involvement, community and diversity.
“I feel overwhelmed, but so excited,”
Lundquist said following the announcement. “I’m just so grateful.”
Lundquist is currently studying journalism with a social media emphasis at USU.
While she’s studying on the main campus,
she’s originally from Kaysville.
Outside of academics, Lundquist enjoys
being outdoors, playing volleyball, spikeball, pickleball, boating and running.
The new Miss USU said the opportunity
to participate and be involved has had a
positive impact on her life.
“I have seen so many opportunities come
from putting myself out there,” Lundquist
said. “That’s been the biggest blessing.”
Lundquist said the road has been rewarding, not just for her but for all of the contestants.

“All of the girls were talking about it,”
Lundquist said. “We’ve all grown so much
from it.”
According to Lundquist the competition
itself was stressful. The first section of the
pageant was a talent portion, followed by
a formal wear section, where each contestant was escorted by someone important
to them and then given an opportunity to
address their platform.
Lundquist’s platform is connection, and
wanting everyone to feel as though they
aren’t alone.
The first step in Lundquist’s plan to
implement her platform is by creating a
Miss USU Instagram account. Currently,
Miss USU Eastern has one, but there is not
one for the main campus.
“Social media is something I’m really
passionate about,” Lundquist said. “I feel
like I’ll be able to connect to a lot of people doing that.”
Lundquist also wants to create a space
where local students can find ways to connect with the community.
Read the rest of this story
at usustatesman.com.
— Jared.Adams@usu.edu

Horizon Air gives $12,500 award during Aviation Week

By Michael Popa II
SENIOR NEWS WRITER

U

tah State University hosted its
first-ever Aviation Week from April
4-8. Among other activities, the
university announced awards for students
within the Aviation Technology program.  
The biggest award came after an announcement of a new partnership with
Horizon Air at a partnership fair.
The partnership creates a pipeline between
USU’s fixed-wing pilot training program
and Horizon Air and provides students with
a $12,500 stipend to pay for school and
training supplies.
“Students that receive this stipend agree
to come work for us for two years after they
graduate,” said Eric Braa, the Horizon Air
managing director and chief pilot. “Every
airline throughout the whole country is facing a pilot shortage right now, but we have
over 500 students in this pipeline, including
six from USU, that will be coming to us this
year, next year and several years down the
road.”  
This is Horizon Air’s second partnership
with a Utah aviation school, the first being
with Utah Valley University.  
Other partners featured at the fair included the U.S. Air Force, Republic Airways from
Indiana, SkyWest Airlines from Southern
Utah, Endeavor Air from Minnesota, Envoy
Air from Texas and Ground Base, an unmanned aircraft systems organization.  
The aviation program has also grown to
include a new UAS major with 51 students
— the only of its kind in the state of Utah —
and a UAS minor with 100 students across
30 majors, according to Baron Weseman,
the director of the professional pilot program.  
As the program has grown, the depart-

ment’s administration has made efforts to
“This program has allowed me to have a
continually recognize the success and permore well-rounded understanding when it
since 1902
formance of its students, such as awarding
comes to looking at what my career will be,”
$1,400 in student achievement awards to
Sand said.  
Mina Cintron, Emma McMeekin, Parker RolSand is also an officer candidate and army
STUDENT MEDIA
lins, Lucy Hankins, Austin Bird and Nathan
ROTC cadet preparing to commission as a
Hoch.  
maintenance officer once she graduates. She Student-run newspaper for Utah
Beyond the student achievement awards,
will head to flight school shortly after.  
State University since 1902.
students were also recognized for their
“By recognizing the work that those in the
Reporting online 24/7. Printed
excellence within specific majors of the
aviation maintenance program do, people
weekly during the school year.
aviation program.   
know that we’re out there,” she said.   
Outstanding student awards were offered
Sand also brought attention to another
FREE SINGLE COPY
to Nathan Nordwald, Kyle Carlson, Kimball
issue the aviation industry faces behind the
Goss, Brandon George and Mary Sand.  
scenes.  
Events for Aviation Week consisted of
“There have been faculty who have been
demonstrations and program partners were
with the university for years who don’t
presented to share the various elements of
necessarily realize we have these programs,
training and career development open to
which can hurt when so much of the indusDarcy Ritchie
students.  
try is hurting for mechanics,” Sand said.
managing editor
Other highlights included drone-flying
“Yes, we talk about the pilot shortage, but
editor@usustatesman.com
on the Quad, jet engine cell tests, flight
there’s not always a discussion about how
435-797-1742
simulator trials, Dean White of the College
we also need mechanics in order to keep
——————
of Agriculture and Applied Sciences being
these aircraft up and running.”  
Jacee Caldwell
flown onto the Quad in a helicopter, and an
Outside of the student achievement
news manager
open house of the Logan-Cache Airport USU awards, an additional $1,500 was raised at
news@usustatesman.com
hangar.  
the Aviation Week banquet silent auction
——————
Along with these celebrations, 2022 also
to be put towards clubs and future scholarJacob Nielson
marks the Year of the Drone for the USU
ships.
sports manager
program, which turned 83 years old this
sports@usustatesman.com
year.  
——————
Since the program’s inception in 1939,
Emily White
coordinators within the program say it has
lifestyles manager
made significant strides in degree offerings,
life@usustatesman.com
pilot production and national prestige.  
——————
“Airlines see the quality of pilots we’re
William Bultez
sending out,” said Mike Logan, the marketMichael Popa II is a sophomore studying
opinion manager
ing, outreach and recruiting coordinator
human biology, statistics and mathematics. Miopinion@usustatesman.com
for USU’s Aviation and Technical Education
chael also serves as a combat medic for the U.S.
——————
program.  
Army and has a podcast called “Deep Roots” on
Bailey Rigby
As one of the awardees and a former AHAggie Radio.
photo manager
64 attack helicopter repairer, Sand said she
photo@usustatesman.com
wouldn’t be where she is today without the
— Michael.Popa@usu.edu
— —————
program.  

Josh Harmata shows USU students how different parts of the helicopter work on April 6.
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——————
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The sky is the limit

By Maya Mackinnon
NEWS STAFF WRITER

T

he U.S. Senate passed a bill in
March to make daylight saving
time permanent. The bill awaits a
vote in the House and a final decision by
President Joe Biden. If passed, it would
take effect in November 2023.   
But daylight saving time impacts more
than grogginess in the weeks following
“springing forward” an hour.   
One professor in the Huntsman School
of Business at Utah State University,
William Shughart, said intended energy
saving has decreased as advances in heating and air conditioning technology have
increased energy consumption during the
early morning and evening hours.   
Arguments for permanent daylight
saving time made by Steve Calandrillo, a
law professor at the University of Washington, said there would be decreased
crime rates, increased retail sales, energy
savings and fewer traffic fatalities.   
Calandrillo explained crime most often
takes place in the darker hours and rates
decrease when daylight hours are increased. Traffic fatalities have been shown
to decrease in the evenings because some
of the busiest times on the road happen in
daylight during daylight saving time.   
Permanent daylight saving time has
been tried in the past.   
Former President Richard Nixon passed
the Emergency Daylight Saving Time
Energy Conservation Act on Jan. 6, 1974,
which began daylight saving time earlier.     
According to J.D. Mullane, a journalist
for Burlington County Times, within a few
days, pedestrian fatalities rose, especially
among school children walking to school
in the early morning. Energy savings
decreased when schools had to run more
heating and lights in the darker mornings.     
Mullane said nationwide public disapproval and school boards advocating for
public safety and children’s health were
significant players in repealing permanent
daylight saving time.     
Shughart said he has yet to see a proven
argument for increased retail sales as a
result of daylight saving time.     
“Everybody else bears the cost in terms
of health and economic losses,” Shughart
said.    
He said the opportunity cost of switching our clocks to daylight saving time
calculates to $2 billion each year.     
“As far as I can tell, there are no benefits
to daylight saving time,” Shughart said.

Su
s
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Permanent daylight saving
time may have consequences
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“Other than if you own a golf course,
install swimming pools, sell charcoal briquettes, grills or natural gas. But nobody
else benefits.”     
Negative impacts on health have been
one of the most used arguments against
permanent daylight saving time.     
Switching to daylight saving time decreases the amount of sleep by an hour.
The Sleep Foundation said the circadian
rhythm — the biological regulation of
sleep patterns responding to the natural
light and dark — is disrupted and misaligned by the change to daylight saving
time.    
According to PBS News Hour, daylight
saving time has national health impacts
such as increased heart disease, negatively impacted brain functionality, decreased
productivity, increased strokes, sleep
deprivation among children and adolescents and increased cancer rates.

  

Read the rest of this story
at usustatesman.com.

Maya Mackinnon is a junior studying
journalism in her first year with student
media. Outside of writing for the Statesman, Maya loves to go outside, travel and
make art.
— Maya.Mackinnon@usu.edu

Sat. April 23, 2022
9 -11pm TSC Ballroom

Utah State University to host Earth Week for Earth Day

By Ryker Eggenberger
NEWS STAFF WRITER

E

arth Day is a nationally-recognized holiday commonly used to raise awareness of the issues that
affect the environment.  
According to earthday.org, the first Earth Day was
hosted in 1970 after Sen. Gaylord Nelson, the junior
senator from Wisconsin, teamed up with Rep. Pete
McCloskey and college student Dennis Hayes to host an
event to raise awareness for air and water quality after
a massive oil spill off the coast in California.
They chose April 22, so students could participate in
between spring break and final exams.  
The event caught national recognition and millions
of Americans took to the streets to protest against the
impacts of industrial development that they claimed
had been harming the environment for years.   
Earth Day would go on to become a national holiday
and inspire lawmakers to create legislation in the name
of conservation, like the Clean Water and Clean Air
acts.  
In addition to legislature, Earth Day has inspired Disney to release a movie each year on this day. This year,
it will be releasing “Polar Bear,” “Explorer: The Last
Tepui” and “The Biggest Little Farm: The Return.”  
Earth Day will be welcomed at Utah State University
with a host of events, including the Earth Day Alley Cat
event, hosted by Aggie Blue Bikes, where students ride
their bikes and pick up trash off the streets.   
The Earth Week coordinator, Isabella Gardner, encourA variety of plants grow in the greenhouse near the Geology building on campus.
aged students to participate by coming to the week-long
to cut down on their carbon emissions.  
events and staying up to date with the USU Sustainabil“Buying local or regional is really important right now
ity Office social media accounts all year round for the
because it involves far less transportation costs, which
other activities they host.  
is significant from an environmental point of view when
“I hope we can gain a further understanding of our environment and be more aware. To have a full week desig- you think of how many products are shipping from another continent to come here,” Meyer said.  
nated for Earth Week is pretty unique,” Gardner said.  
He also mentioned cutting red meat out from a couple
Patrick Belmont, the head of the USU Department of
meals each week can have a noticeable impact on our
Watershed Sciences, spoke to the importance of bringing
carbon and water footprints.  
awareness to the environment.
In addition to lifestyle changes, anyone can visit the
“In some way I think every day should be Earth Day. We
Utah Climate Center website to view their global or
really need to be turning the corner on some of these big
Utah-specific climate research.  
environmental issues,” Belmont said.
The center also helps operate the Utah Climate ObserHe explained cutting out fossil fuels is paramount in
vatory south of USU, where anyone can interact with one
confronting the environmental issues that are getting
of the most accurate weather stations in the state.  
worse — some of which are even irreversible.
“You can go to the kiosk by the station and interact
One issue is climate change.
with all the data that’s been collected for the last five or
According to NASA, the earth can expect higher
so years, and look at all the trends, cycles and climate
temperatures, stronger hurricanes and little to no ice in
statistics,” Meyer said.  
the Arctic in the next few decades as a result of climate
James Evans, a professor of geosciences at USU, helped
change.  
create two classes in the geology department — planet
“The ecosystems of the planet are at the heart of our
Earth and energy in the 21st century.  
global economy,” Belmont said. “It’s a social issue, it’s
He recommends students can save energy by considera human health issue, it’s an economic issue. We can
ing alternatives to low gas mileage cars, such as biking,
get the problem solved, there’s no question in my mind
taking the bus or using a more fuel-efficient car.  
about it. But we’re not headed in the right direction.”   
“Turn the thermostat up in the summertime, and down
Jon Meyer, a Utah Climate Center assistant state climatologist, highlighted a couple of easy ways for individuals in the wintertime — even a degree or two makes a big

PHOTO BY Kate Smith

difference in terms of your carbon footprint,” Evans said.  
Students at USU who are interested in climate science
can take the planet Earth class in fall 2022.   
The class covers the basics of Earth science, such as
how the Earth moves through space and the geological
makeup of the planet, and how scientists made certain
discoveries.  
“It’s not necessarily presenting memorization or big
concepts, which are in there, but it’s also talking about
the tools that we have to be more involved in society and
the world that we live in,” Burger said.  
Earth Week activities start at the Logan USU campus on
April 18 for students to attend and learn more about the
environment and what they can do to help fight climate
change.
Ryker Eggenberger is a transfer
student studying creative writing and
French. Ryker loves to play soccer,
travel, play video games and eat ice
cream.
— Ryker.Eggenberger@usu.edu
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‘We love the Earth, it is our planet’
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Days for Girls club normalizes
menstrual health everywhere
By Natalie Rust
LIFESTYLES STAFF WRITER

F

or some girls, freedom comes in a package. In certain areas, access to menstrual products can mean
the difference between being able to go to school
or staying at home.
Oftentimes, girls have to sit on dirt or cardboard
for several days, losing time they could have spent
getting an education.
Days for Girls, an international organization
with clubs and chapters all over the U.S, seeks to
give girls around the world these days back in the
form of reusable pads.
“People can’t get their education or they can’t
go to school or to work because they’re shamed
for basically just being who they are,” said Tayli
Hillyard, a previous USU Days for Girls club president.
Reusable pads show girls how something as normal as menstruating shouldn’t be a limiting factor.
“It’s empowering to know that it’s not something
to be ashamed of,” said Brynlee Beus, USU’s Days
for Girls current president.
The Days for Girls club at USU supports the
organization’s Logan chapter. But, beyond the
chapter, the club strives to normalize and advocate for menstrual health everywhere.
The club began in 2019 with the goal of sewing
Days for Girls kits. However, the club members
soon realized this approach was impractical. It
was difficult transporting materials and teaching
club members how to sew.
“It became too much work so they focused
more on advocacy work,” Hillyard said.
Advocacy work for the club consists of cutting
fabric, assembling Days for Girls kits, fundraising
efforts, advocacy nights and aiding the Logan
chapter with various projects.
The club meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. Every week,
the small room in Old Main 229A fills with a
palpable energy as students assemble kits, chat
and bop along to music blasting from a nearby
speaker.
“You give an hour every week to help these
girls and that’s something that I feel really good
about,” Michelle Felix, a club member, said.
After prepping kits, the club sends the materials
to the Logan chapter to be sewn. The kits are then
assembled and sent out to girls who need them.
Although club members are far removed from the actual impact of the kits — they don’t personally give them
out — the act of service is still felt.
After Hillyard attended a Days for Girls event a few
years ago, finished kits were sent to Zambia where a photographer took pictures of the girls as they received their
reusable pads.

Girls of various ages holding bright, patterned bags
full of hand sewn pads, stared back in picture, their lips
frozen in grins.
These pictures helped Hillyard realize the impact a few
hours of her time and a sheet of fabric could have on the
lives of girls around the world.
“That’s when I knew that I was like okay, I have to con-

around Cache County.
“We assembled little kits to put in the local Porch Pantries,” Hillyard said.
Porch Pantries are stations around the community that
provide free hygiene supplies and other necessities, no
questions asked.
Girls in developing countries aren’t the only ones who
struggle to gain access to menstrual supplies. The
need is everywhere as menstrual products can be
expensive or hard to access, such as for homeless
populations.
“There’s a lot of help that we can do right here,”
Felix said.
In addition, efforts such as stocking restrooms
with free pads and tampons help break the stigma,
especially since not all areas on campus have this
resource.
“There’s opportunities for us to get funding for
more dispensers,” Hillyard said, “or to put dispensers in unisex bathrooms and things like that.”
Half the population deals with periods, yet it’s a
topic often unrepresented and silenced, according
to Beus.
“It’s just making sure that it’s also a priority,” Beus
said.
Beus brought up the example of Ukraine. There
have been many efforts to send food and other
supplies to the country, but many people have overSUBMITTED PHOTO looked menstrual health.
Many girls also struggle understanding their own
period because of the stigma surrounding menstrual health.
Growing up, Beus struggled learning how to take
care of her menstrual health because of the lack of
information and discourse surrounding the subject.
“It’s like, I just gotta figure this out on my own,”
Beus said.
Beyond giving girls around the world the opportunity to go to school and work every week of
the month, Days for Girls kits give the idea that
menstrual health isn’t something that needs to be
hidden.

PHOTO COURTESY OF Emmaline Grimmer

tinue working with this,” Hillyard said.
The club has advocated for menstrual health in the
local community in addition to globally. Club members
played a part in USU’s efforts to stock public restrooms
with free pads and tampons.
“We made sure that all gender bathrooms had them as
well as a handout for resources,” Beus said.
The club has also helped provide resources for people

Natalie Rust is a first-year student
interested in studying international
studies. In her free time, she loves to
read, thrift and explore the
great outdoors.
— natalie.rust@usu.edu
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Ray Harrison’s show, Stained Glass
Records, is a rock-based program
where she goes through the history of
different genres. Listen to her show on
Fridays at 4 p.m. on Aggie Radio.

Peter Kurtz receives a donation at the Ukraine Suppy Drive on April 13.
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Aggies aid Ukrainian refugees
By Jillian Nelson
LIFESTYLES STAFF WRITER

T

he Pi Sigma Alpha and Utah State University
International Studies Club assembled a supply
drive for Ukrainians from April 12-14.
“The ISC presidency and I had been brainstorming
ways to help support the Ukrainian people, and we
were extremely excited to get involved when prof. Flint
and Dr. Cann proposed the idea of a charity/supply
drive,” said Sabrina Allen, the president of the ISC.
Allen was able to get in touch with the Lifting Hands
International organization through The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, the organization that
will be sending the supplies donated to people in need
in Ukraine.
“I was able to get in contact with Lifting Hands International through the service-centered website JustServe, which connects individuals with local service
opportunities and organizations,” Allen said. “I saw
that LHI was actively looking for donations to send to
Ukrainian refugees in Moldova and Romania.”
Allen was able to get in contact with people to be
able to send the supplies to Ukraine.
Lauren Cunningham, the president of Pi Sigma Alpha, said she has been very involved in arranging this
supply drive and spreading the word about it.
“I have personally been extremely involved by setting
up dates and times, reserving a classroom in the TSC
for the donations, creating a flier and distributing it
around the USU campus, sending out emails with the
flier and details, sharing with classes and professors to
spread the word,” Cunningham said.
The Russia-Ukraine war has caused property damage

and displaced about 11 million people, according to
Reuters. There have been at least 40,000 lives lost.
People in Ukraine have had to flee their country in
masses, leaving behind their lives, belongings and
family members. These people need simple necessities
of life like underwear, socks, lightweight jackets, baby
diapers and feminine hygiene pads.
Lifting Hands International is actively helping
Ukrainian refugees get the supplies and help they
need.
Though the Ukraine Supply Drive is over, the Utah for
Ukraine supply drive at the University of Utah is still
going if there are items you still want to donate. Lifting
Hands International is accepting monetary donations
at this time.

Friday I’m in Love
The Cure

Walk
Foo Fighters

Red Flag
The Moth & The Flame

Shot At The Night
The Killers

Jillian Nelson is currently pursuing her
degree in psychology and journalism. In her
free time, she loves to read and watch the
latest Marvel movies with her family and
friends.
— A02368712@usu.edu

Of All The Gin Joints In All
The World
Fall Out Boy

Page 8 - The Utah Statesman, April 18, 202

No balls doesn’t mean
By Carlysle Price
LIFESTYLES STAFF WRITER

T

he sound of rolling wheels rumbles down a
wooden halfpipe as Addie Fitgerald and Addy
Ashcroft practice their pumping.
Their goal is to be able to drop in, a scary task for the
9- and 11-year-old skaters. But wearing glittery helmets,
the two girls are fully padded.
The halfpipe’s owner, Miley Larson, watches and cheers
them on, offering tips and helping when they fall off
their boards.
In the summer of 2021, an all-girls skate club called
No Balls Skate was created. The club meets in the Logan
skatepark on Tuesdays at 5 p.m. and at the Smithfield
skatepark on Saturdays at 10:30 a.m.
Its purpose was to give girls of all ages and skill levels a
female-friendly space to learn how to skateboard. Based
in Cache County, the group travels between Smithfield,
Logan, Ogden and Salt Lake.
This Saturday morning is a rainy one, and a group of
about seven skaters find bliss at a ramp inside a warehouse storage unit in Smithfield.
Larson’s family rents the storage unit to store the halfpipe. The 19-year-old is the only girl skater in her family
and is the face of the skate club.  
There is a gender imbalance when it comes to skateboarding, making it difficult for girls to feel comfortable
or welcomed in joining in.
“It’s a very male space,” said Michala Zilkey, a member of No Balls. “Historically, there are areas that have
been gendered and a lot of people are afraid to go, like
weightlifting at a gym, because they view that as a masculine space and they don’t want to go. The skatepark is
very similar. There are gendered rules about who has the

right to be in each other’s space.”  
Zilkey began skating this summer at age 24. During a
break from track, she decided to finally indulge in her
urge to go skateboarding.
On a warm August morning, Zilkey makes herself coffee, jumps on her cruiser and gets her mind off of grad
school.
Solo trips to the skate park brought her good vibes, but
with nobody to skate with, there’s nobody to learn from.
Then she heard about No Balls. Her board was only
made for riding around, so Marly Guevara lent her a
trick board.
“I was like, this is the best time of my life,” said Zilkey.
“I want to do tricks, I want to be hardcore.”
She went to Directive Boardshop in Logan the next day
to get a new setup. She went back to the park with her
new board and was headed on her route when a male
skater crossed her path for a rail.
Expecting Zilkey to move, he kept going. Instead of
landing his trick, he landed on her ankle.  
Her now-broken ankle keeps her off her board and
relying on a medical scooter to get around.   
She still shows up to the club for the community, and
brings along a friend’s younger sister who is getting into
skating.  
Young girls make up a large portion of the club. Girls
as young as 8 come to learn from Larson and Guevara.
Guevara also began skating at age 8, but wasn’t taken
too seriously by her dad and brothers who are life-long
skaters.  
Focusing on soccer kept Guevara away from the dangers of skating injuries until she decided she wanted to
become a more serious skater.
“My brother started when he was 5. He’s 8 now and
he’s better than me,” Guevara said. “So, I saw that and I

was like, ‘Oh my gosh I can do this. I want to skate with
my family.’”
She sent her dad in to get her deck. Because skate-shop
workers are primarily males, it can be an intimidating
environment.  
This inspired Guevara to get a job at Directive, doubling
the amount of women working there.
Larson shares these feelings. When she goes to skate
shops, workers question if she knows what she’s doing.
They ask, “Are you sure those are the wheels you want?
They’re pretty fast.”
“You kind of have to prove yourself,” Guevara explained. “When girls go to skateparks, it takes a few good
tricks to show we’re not here to watch, we’re here to
skate.”
The group traveled to Salt Lake City to skate on a Saturday evening. The bowl was full of boys irritated at the
group for taking up space. That was until they realized
the girls were there to skate, and they were good.
The absence of the intimidating male gaze is what
makes skate club feel safe — until recently.  
The last few weeks, boys have been showing up to the
halfpipe in Smithfield. Miley receives messages on the
club’s Instagram asking if they can come.
“I don’t want to exclude them,” Guevara said. “The
whole point of the club is to make people feel included.
If they’re chill, they can hang.”
The boys aren’t always chill, and take over the ramp
and the halfpipe — throwing tricks and dominating the
space.  
Original club members wait off to the sides with their
boards, trying to gather the courage to show newcomers
their skills.  
“I thought this was supposed to be girls only,” Fitgerald
said.
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n no guts
It’s a widespread idea in this group that creating a
space to prioritize women is important.  
Zilkey finds it surprising that in such a liberated space
made up of a more alternative crowd, there are still
“really hegemonic rules.”
The ruling view in skateboarding is that girls can’t
hang, they’re not tough enough.
A recent increase in representation has helped battle
these generalizations. Female skateboarders in the 2020
Summer Games were as young as 13.       
Seeing Olympians pave the way inspires beginners to
find more roads to travel. The few women in the media
inspire others, young and old.
Zilkey talks about Paige Tobin, a six-year-old girl who
nails big tricks. She’s skated with Tony Hawk, and proves
age and gender don’t matter if you have courage to
commit.
“The skatepark can be a very intimidating place,
especially for beginner skaters,” Zilkey said. “We have a
desire to preserve our face, and it hurts our ego when we
go out and suck.”
Many of the girls in the club are involved in other activities deemed to be male spaces. They play sports, rock
climb and push against society’s expectations in order to
do things they really enjoy.  
Even in female-created and female-oriented
spaces, men are exploiting the creed of inclusivity by taking more than their fair share
of space. They assume girls will move
over, and when they don’t, ankles break.
But glass ceilings do, too
— A02311769@usu.edu

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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An intermountain love story

Volleyball star Tatum Stall and transfer quarterback Levi Williams are engaged

Williams made sure to find out who
she was.
“He watched me go put my
warmups down by my volleyball bag
so he could see what my last name
nbeknowst to many, two
was,” Stall said. “He looked me up on
games played in Logan
the roster, DMed me on Instagram and
on Nov. 20 will forever
we met the next day.”
be connected, thanks to two
After hanging out together the last
individudals who played in them.
days of the tournament, Stall decided
Utah State Volleyball met The
to make her move the final time they
University of Wyoming that
saw each other.
Saturday afternoon for their final
“I was like, OK I’m never going to
home game of the season. The
see this guy again, I’ll just kiss him.
Aggies won 3-2 to clinch a share
So, I kissed him,” Stall said with a
of the regular-season Mountain
shrug.
West Championship. USU was
Clearly leaving her impression on
led by sophomore outside hitter
him, Williams was not so content with
Tatum Stall, who tallied a teamthat being the last time he saw her.
high 19 kills and 20.5 points.
He returned to Wyoming following
Later that evenening, Utah State
the tournament, and Stall back to
Football played its final home
Arizona, but he continued to monitor
game of the season, matching up
her social media and texted her from
with Wyoming. The Cowboys,
time to time. Even while she was
led by quarterback Levi Williams,
dating someone in Arizona off-and-on,
routed the Aggies 44-17 in USU’s
he knew his opportunity would come.
final home game of the season.
“I was waiting for the breakup,”
Williams completed 12 passes on
Williams said. “I knew they would.
15 attempts for 242 yards, two
They did, then they didn’t, then they
touchdowns and one interception
did again. It was over finally, and I
to lead his team to victory.
just kind of followed her and then
Stall and Williams, who both
waited for the moment.”
played instrumental roles in
He texted for the first time in
winnings their respective games
a while after Stall posted on her
that day, are once again both
Instagram story. When she messaged
in Logan at the same time. This
him back, Williams couldn’t contain
time, however, it’s not by chance.
his excitement.
After entering the transfer portal,
“I kid you not I literally jumped out
Williams committed to Utah State
of my bed,” he said.
on Dec. 30. On Jan. 2, him and
When he finally got his shot,
Stall were engaged to be married.
Williams went for it. Fortunately for
It’s been a long time coming for
both Williams and Stall, he didn’t give
the once long-distance couple that
up too easily.
met three years ago.
“I actually rejected him three times
In March 2019, Williams was
before we started dating,” Stall said
in his first semester at Wyoming
as Williams proudly held up three
after graduating high school a
fingers, nodding with an accomplished
semester early. During his time off
for spring break, he traveled from
PHOTO BY Mark Greenwood smile on his face. “I don’t really know
why I rejected him; it was nothing
Laramie to Denver to watch his
Williams transferred from Wyoming to Utah State on Dec. 30 and proposed to Stall on Jan. 2.
about him. So, then I decided, OK,
younger sister play in a volleyball
fine, we’ll give him a chance. We just
tournament.
club volleyball team. Williams, after wandering around
had to wait until the time was right.”
“I never really got to watch her play because I was
the volleyball complex, found himself at the court where
The two started dating towards the end of 2020 while
always doing football, so I took the time to go watch
her team was playing.
Stall was a first year student at Utah State and Williams a
her play,” Williams said. “My little sister was reffing one
“I saw him leaning against this pillar, and I was like,
game, so she wasn’t playing, so I just walked around
‘Who is that guy?’ So, I sent one of my teammates over to second year student at Wyoming. After several months of
dating, the student-athlete duo knew they didn’t want to
looking for good volleyball.”
ask what his name was,” Stall said.
be with anyone else. They were destined to get married.
Stall, who was a junior at Perry High School in
What Stall didn’t realize is she had also caught
The only holdup at that point was the distance between
Arizona, was at the same tournament playing with her
Williams’s eye. When he stumbled upon her court,

By Mark Greenwood
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

U
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PHOTOS: Left: Statesman File Photo, Middle: Courtesy of Tatum Stall, Right: Courtesy of Wyoming Athletics
Left: Stall helped USU win a MW Championship. Middle: The first photo Williams and Stall took together at the 2019 volleyball tournament in Denver. Right: Levi Williams started several games at Wyoming before transfering to USU.

them.
Fast forward to November, the two were both in Logan,
each playing each other’s school in their respective
sports.
Williams had already purchased a ring in August, but
there was still another critical step that had to be taken
before the two could get engaged. After USU volleyball’s
title-clinching win over Wyoming, Williams found himself
alone with Stall’s dad while they waited for her to return.
“I asked her dad before the football game actually, I’ll
never forget I was shaking the whole time,” Williams
said. “He was super cool about it, just said, ‘Yeah, I’d love
for you guys to get married.’ So, I had a lot of confidence
going into that game. I was riding high.”
A couple months later, Williams is practicing in spring
ball for the team he had defeated.
While there was, a lot of speculation surrounding
Williams’ decision to transfer to Utah State, he said that
Stall being at USU was not the determining factor.
“I had already kind of decided that I was going to
transfer, like mid-season,” he said.
Shortly after entering the transfer portal, he narrowed
his list down to Ole Miss, Arizona, Arizona State and
Utah State. And he chose the Aggies.

“In all honesty, no one’s going to believe it, but I kept
Tatum completely out of it,” Williams said.
“He never really asked, and I never really gave my
opinion or any input,” Stall said. “I just kind of let it all
happen.”
Williams said the loyalty and constant daily
communication from head coach Blake Anderson,
offensive coordinator Anthony Tucker and other members
of the USU coaching staff were ultimately what made his
decision.
With the two already decided on marriage, Williams’
decision to join Stall at Utah State has made the process
much easier. Before his decision it was unknown what
their future held, and if Williams would end up even
farther than the drivable distance between Laramie and
Logan.
Stall said she never considered transferring to
wherever Williams landed.
“I feel like I really established my place on the team in
the fall season, and we had a really good fall season. I
couldn’t see myself going anywhere.”
In the end, it was a decision that never had to be
made. Both Williams and Stall happily reside in Logan,
preparing for their respective fall season. After their

engagement earlier this year, the two plan to get married
on March 15, 2024.
Williams and Stall also dedicate much of their time to
their new puppy Denver. The labradoodle that the two
have together is aptly named in honor of the Colorado
capitol where the couple first met and where their Aggie
love story began.

Mark Greenwood is a first-year
student and a die-hard Dodgers fan.
Rumor has it, he called Dave Roberts
and told him to take Clayton
Kershaw out of the game after he
pitched seven perfect innings.
@md_greenwood
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Impressive spring for Men’s Rugby
With the help of new players, the Aggies are much improved
By Mikey Bishop
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

U

SU Rugby has been a club team for Utah State
Campus Recreation for more than two decades,
and the team this season is determined to elevate
the Aggies to new heights.
The club participates in the Rocky Mountain Division
of the Division I-A Rugby League, which is the highest
level of collegiate rugby in the United States.
The team plays in both the fall and spring. In the
fall, the team typically plays with 15 players and the
games are 80 minutes. The spring primarily consists of
a different type of rugby: sevens. Sevens is practically
the same game as Fifteens, except there are only seven
players for each team and the games are 14 minutes.
Typically, Fifteens consist of just one game while
sevens typically play multiple games, like a
tournament.
The fall campaign for the rugby team
was not its best, recording just one win.
But, due to an influx of new players
and transfers, the spring season has
looked promising.
The Aggies began their season
with a tournament, facing off
against Weber State University,
Idaho State Univesity and the USU
B-team.
USU trounced the Bengals,
Wildcats and the Aggie B-team by
21-0, 39-5 and 48-5, respectively. Aggie
center Timothy Piper led the Aggies with
eight tries during the tournament.
“We blew out all the competition that we
played, and as soon as that happened, we knew
it would be a good season,” captain Cooper Nelson
said when asked about the team’s performance in the
tournament.
Nelson was voted as the team’s captain at the
beginning of the season, and he plays scrum-half for
USU. The scrum-half’s responsibilities are similar to that
of a football quarterback, where they are supposed to
direct everyone and make sure everything is going to
plan.
Nelson, who started playing rugby as a fifth-grader in
Georgia, is incredibly proud of the team’s camaraderie.
“We win together, we make mistakes together, and I
think as team, we own that right now,” Nelson said.
USU had another opportunity to showcase their skills
at a sevens tournament in Colorado.
USU went head-to-head against nationally-ranked
teams during the fixtures. The challenge in front of the
Aggies was monstrous, but they were up for it.
After upending a weak Northern Colorado squad,
USU moved on to play the Rams of Colorado State. The
Aggies blindsided No. 17 CSU and won 38-7.
The playoffs for the tournament began with the Aggies

thrashing Colorado Mesa 43-0. This win reserved the
Aggies a spot in the semi-finals versus Colorado State,
a team they had just handled. USU beat CSU 33-22 and
cruised into the championship game.
The Aggies fell short against No. 24 Air Force in the
championship, but the effort proved USU was a capable
program.
With Nelson captaining the team, expect many more
successful seasons for the Utah State Rugby program.
But like every sport, Rugby requires many different
contributors to succeed.
In addition to Nelson, Josh Morrill, Mike Woolley and
Jackson Pabst, among others, have helped the Aggies

for USU, which directs the scrum and ensures it stays
straight. He also helps support the faster players on the
team so that they can score.
Woolley’s eyes are set on the national qualifiers, an
event that will take place towards the end of the season.
“We’re excited to go there and hopefully qualify for
nationals,” Woolley said.
Woolley was also a member of the fall team but
noted the significant differences that the program has
undergone over the past couple of years.
“The last couple of years since I started playing, USU’s
rugby program has grown substantially in the culture,
the number of guys and the quality of players,” Woolley
said.
The sentiment Woolley shared could not be more
accurate. In the early 2000s, the USU Rugby Club
struggled to gather enough players to form a team.
Now, the club has attracted so many athletes
that there is an A-team and a B-team.
Pabst, another key USU contributor,
hails from Meridian, Idaho. He
has been playing Rugby since his
sophomore year of high school.
Pabst has switched positions
throughout his playing career, but
for the Aggies, he plays fly-half.
Similar to a scrum-half, the flyhalf can be compared to a football
quarterback. Typically, the scrumhalf is the leader of the forwards
while the fly-half leads the backs.
Pabst has been a vital member
and leader of the team. Without his
leadership, the team would not be able to
fend off opponents.
A great showing of Pabst’s leadership came when
USU took on Wyoming. The Aggies cruised past
the Cowboys and won 39-12. Pabst said it was his
PHOTO BY Jospeh F Myers
favorite moment of the season.
turn the program around this season.
“In the second half, we came together and were
Morrill is from West Jordan and plays the prop position
able to put up a big score against them which was a lot
for the Aggies. Growing up in a Polynesian community,
of fun,” Pabst said.
Morrill had always been surrounded by the sport but
Pabst said he cherishes the opportunity to wear the
never played until arriving in Logan.
Aggie jersey.
In Rugby, a scrum is a restart of play following a
“Being able to represent a college is a lot, but I am very
stoppage. It involves members of the two teams binding
grateful to be able to do it,” he said.
together and pushing against each other until one side
wins the ball. Morrill, being a prop, leads USU in the
scrums and is the head man.
Mikey Bishop is a firstMorrill was a part of the fall team that mustered just
year student studying
one win but says that the team this time around feels
journalism. After growing
much different.
up in Northern Virginia,
“The chemistry is so much different. We hang out. We
he’s set to leave on a mission
like each other,” Morrill said. “We feel like it’s more of a
this summer to the far-away
team thing rather than just a bunch of individuals trying
land of Philadelphia.
to figure out a sport.”
Woolley has also played an integral role in helping
the Aggies improve from last season. He plays flanker

Find new study places for finals

s finals week approaches, stress rises as time
to prepare falls. In order to avoid the repercussions of last-minute studying, start now at
the best locations on campus.
It doesn’t matter where you’re at in your degree or
what degree you’re getting: exams are hard. To decrease some of the pressure of it, Utah State University has resources available.
Carolina Bell, a recently hired “success coach” at
Utah State University, aims to help students academically.
Bell had many suggestions on what can help students. A large part of prepping for exams is keeping
yourself well-rested, well-fed and to not overload
yourself.  
Bell suggested studying two weeks in advance to
the exam. Spend the first week trying to see which
areas you have gaps and form study groups.  
Study groups are essential to final exams. It allows
students to collaborate, build off of each other and

fill in the gaps of knowledge.
Bell said optimal study locations are dependent on
the individual. Whether they thrive in quiet or bustling locations depends on the students’ needs.
Certain majors prefer different locations on campus,
as well as different locations depending on if it is a
group or private study.
For instance, based on a survey I recently distributed to 50 students at USU, the majority of College of
Science and College of Engineering students prefer
private study in the engineering building.  
However, the majority of business students prefer
private study to be in the Huntsman Building’s study
rooms. For group studies, overwhelmingly students
across all majors preferred the library. From the
first-floor booths to the study rooms to the Library
Media Collections, the library is a beloved place for
all students to study and has numerous resources for
students to check out.
Brook Harris, a psychology major, loves the LMC at

the library for private study. The privacy it provides
and the resources the library have help her keep
focus and not need to leave the library to be productive.
The library provides rentals for laptops, chargers,
headphones, calculators, whiteboard markers and
other studying materials for students. In addition,
they have study rooms that students can reserve up
to two days in advance in order to secure a place for
group studies.  
Some of the locations students like to study at are
“hidden gems.” To name a few: the TSC third-floor
booths, the balconies in the Eccles Science Learning
Center and the basement of Old Main.  
Popular locations such as the library and Huntsman
are busy during finals so look for less busy areas
in your favorite buildings on campus. For first-year
students, you can ask your teacher assistants in your
classes, or your resident advisor for ideas on places
to study.
As the weather starts to warm up this
month, the outdoors is a perfect place to
study. Research has shown studying outside
lowers stress levels, increases the ability to
focus and boosts memory.  
Locations like the Quad and the Huntsman
balconies are great locations to get fresh air
and sunshine.
For final exam prep, take care of yourself
and find the best location beneficial to you
and your group.  

Sara Prettyman is a Marylandborn-and-raised sophomore
majoring in applied mathematics. She loves drawing, running
and reading.
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY Paige Johnson

— A02342348@usu.edu
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Opinion: Trophy hunters have weak arguments

Y

ou shouldn’t be proud of trophy hunting.
Many hunters around the United States will
argue that hunting wildlife is a way to help
conservation and control the population growth. This
is true, to an extent, but it’s a different story when
we travel to Africa to see themes of financial greed,
controversial studies and corrupted gene pools.
In Africa, some hunters will pay tens or even hundreds of thousands of dollars to kill an animal, even if
it is on the endangered species list.  
“Honestly the idea of it sickens me,” said Jessica
Meeks, a communications studies major and senior at
Utah State University. I can’t believe that somebody
would want to kill an animal just for sport or to appear ‘manly.’ I don’t think there should be anything to
be proud of. It’s irresponsible and inhumane.”
Ignoring animal rights, some studies have been
conducted that claim trophy hunting is harmful from
the perspective of native Africans.
In an article by Africa Geographic, they analyze a
study done by Mucha Mkono from the University of
Queensland, which studied social media responses to
trophy hunting in Africa.
Many natives felt that trophy hunting perpetuated
the unequal balance of power and disrespect from
white neo-colonial Westerners who profit off of the
land, while the people see very little economic revenue.

GRAPHIC BY Keith Wilson

African governments are cashing in on game
hunting instead of respecting the land of the native
people. The government is complicit in Western elites
killing the native creatures while they don’t even try
to understand the feelings of the natives, expressing
only violence when they travel there.
It doesn’t matter how many people try to defend
the killing of big game, it is still the cause of many
current populations in demise around the continent.  
The Roosevelt Institute at Cornell University explains while there may be some benefits to legalizing
trophy hunting, it is still a reminder of a bygone era
without wildlife conservation or regulation, where
only the very rich are allowed to hunt.
A common argument for pro-trophy hunting is to
help deter poaching. However, it is a hypocritical
notion to allow people to hunt big game in the same
areas and same ways as illegal poachers. The only
real difference is that the African governments sell
out to make these hunters, composed of the Western
elite, pay incredible amounts of money to kill one
animal.  
If nothing else, it is a complete waste of money. I
don’t care how “fun” or “impressive” it is to kill an
innocent animal. It’s not right.
The outright immortality of it all is sickening.
Murdering animals, making them suffer in the name
of tradition which isn’t really tradition anymore.

Hunting should for survival and honest conservation,
not for the thrill of an exotic kill.
In an article by Cyril Christo for Changing America,
he said, “Elephants were massacred as they haven’t
been in 30 years because of a wayward morality
spent on the lapels of vanity.”
Students at USU need to advocate for animal rights
and help the voices of African natives be heard. The
economic inequality, dying gene pool, waste of money, continuance of Westernized privilege overshadowing and exploiting African lands and weak arguments
to the contrary are getting out of hand. Everyone
needs to be made aware of the near-corrupted system
taking place in Africa — and many other parts of
the world for that matter — that are ignoring sacred
rights and protected preservations.

Megan Cowdell is a secondyear communications student.
She loves going on bike rides,
reading mystery novels and
watching cheesy movies.
— A02334008@usu.edu

Page 15 - The Utah Statesman, April 18, 2022
CARTOON BY Keith Wilson

Last week’s solution:

Sudoku puzzles are provided by
www.sudokuoftheday.com.

PHOTO BY Kate Smith
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